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OUR VISION 
Through MDHAC, we will inspire visitors with  

meaningful appreciations of a rich and         

vibrant culturo-linguistic Deaf community, as 

well as invoke the truth of our struggles and                   

resistance.  As a result of our work, the values 

and endeavors of Deaf people will be        

embraced.  

MDHAC’s Board had a wonderful workshop on Direct Ask 

with Marilyn J. Smith (5th from the right) for the Board Retreat.  

Marilyn is the former Executive Director of ADWAS in Seattle, 

WA and is currently a board member of Deafhood               

Foundation. 

Board Retreat 11.30.2018 
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From the  

Dear Friends: 

 

On behalf of the Museum of Deaf History, Arts & Culture 

(MDHAC) Board of Directors, I welcome you to review our 

MDHAC Annual Report 2018.  We had quite a busy and  

efficacious year maintaining our goals, operations and   

involving our MDHAC community, including visitors,         

volunteers, members, donors, and all other stake-holders in 

a wide range of activities and programs.  In a snapshot, 

the MDHAC Board worked to: 

• Complete many important Board strategic priorities 

from 2016-17; 

• Maintain Deaf guided Docent-Tours and Hands-On    

activities for visitors; 

• Create a new special exhibit covering the History of 

American Sign Language; 

• Release a beautifully designed & informative MDHAC 

Annual Report 2017; 

• Open the inspiring Chuck Baird Art Gallery to great   

fanfare and was honored to have some of Chuck 

Baird’s relatives in attendance and involved with the 

ribbon cutting; 

• Add a new Board Member with extensive museum    

experience under her belt; 

• Ensure the continuation of the popular De'VIA Youth Art 
Competition; 

  

B oard P re sident 
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• Host successful Afternoon Tea & Festive Holiday Open 
House fundraisers;  

• Assist the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, along with the 

Kansas School for the Deaf and The Whole Person in  

coordinating a successful Deaf Culture Day Festival that 

opened many eyes; and 

• Implement a new 5-year strategic plan last December 

that includes goals to modernize our programming by 

updating our current exhibitions in the Marra Museum, 

establishing digital programming/archives, and creating 

improved virtual/online experiences.  

Without further ado, please check out the rest of this 

MDHAC Annual Report 2018.  If you are not yet part of our 

MDHAC community, please consider supporting us in one, 

or more, of the following ways:   

• Become a Donor, Member, or Sponsor/Partner,   

• Volunteer or provide in-kind services,  

• Sign up to receive our eBlast and follow us on social  

media,   

• Visit our William Marra Museum and Chuck Baird Art 

Gallery, and/or 

• Sign up for a tour/ activity and join us at our next     

fundraiser! 

 

Yours in service, 

 

Chriz Dally 
 

Chriz Dally, President 

Board of Directors 
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What was new in 2018? 

M u s e u m Happenings 

One of the strategic goals in helping 

MDHAC fulfill its mission and vision was 

to convert the apartment exhibit to 

the Chuck Baird Art  Gal lery          

showcasing De’VIA genre by Deaf 

Artists worldwide.    

The Chuck Baird Art Gallery is the first 

and only art gallery of its kind solely    

focusing on Chuck Baird and De’VIA 

genre worldwide!  This was made  

possible with your financial support! 
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We celebrated the unveiling of the  

inspiring Chuck Baird Art Gallery to 

great fanfare with 200 people in       

attendance!  We were honored to 

have some of Chuck Baird’s relatives in 

attendance and involved with the   

ribbon cutting.    

 

After adding Docent Tours 

in 2017, we saw an increase 

in demand for the Docent 

tours in 2018!  We had 159 

visitors utilize this exciting 

program!   

The Docent Tour offers        

Docents fluent in American Sign Language (ASL) to give a 

rich authentic,  in-depth, behind-the-scenes narrative and  

insights of  the various exhibits throughout the  muse-

um.   Offered on the 2nd Saturday of each month from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. or  

by appt.  Interpreters are provided for those who are not fluent in ASL.  

Chuck Baird  
ART GALLERY  
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Many thanks to Home Depot, 

Dale Shank, Martin Kasick and 

Steve Daniels for their in-kind 

products and services in the 

construction of the gallery. 



A r t s 
Impact 

Support and Exhibits 

Through the KC Chiefs ticket fundraiser, supporters helped MDHAC raise $907 
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MDHAC partnered with several 

great organizations throughout 

2018 in raising funds and fostering 

the public’s appreciation of the 

Museum of Deaf History, Arts & 

Culture. 

The Olathe Charities 5K is a fun, family friendly run that brings the       

community together for one race, in support of multiple organizations.  

MDHAC and its supporters participated and rasied $160 for MHDAC.  



Going on for the 4th year, we are proud that Lenexa Sertoma 

continued to choose us as the organization to support for 

their annual Boo Brew fundraiser!    

The fundraiser was on  October 24, 2018.  The funds raised 

went to support MDHAC in fostering the public’s                  

appreciation of the Youth De’VIA Competition’s impact on 

human diversity.  This event raised $558. 
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Social Heart is a non-profit organization that is 100% volunteer        

managed by KC Young Professionals with the goal of creating a      

better community by supporting all local charities.  Social Heart       

selected MDHAC as one of their organizations to support for 2018.  

They raised $500. 



Cultural Series 
Patio Culture was renamed Cultural Series in 

2018, to better align with MDHAC’s mission 

and vision. 262 people attended the Cultural 

Series throughout 2018 to learn from special 

presenters about various topics related to 

Deaf history, arts and culture such as: 

Black History Month by Kylei Brooks 

Visual History of American Sign Language by David Wilcox 

Seek the World by Calvin Young 

Does DeafBlind Community have a Culture? by Aimee Bader 

History of NTID 1968 –2018 by Kimberly Kuhns & Ann Cooper 

De’VIA Movement by Nancy Rourke 

Deaf Cayuga vs Deaf Seneca by LaDonna Snyder 

The Fire Inside Me that Break Down my Barrier by Michelle Plummer 

 

 

C u 
l t u r a l Programs 

HANDS-ON Workshop 
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Over 268 children participated in the HANDS-ON program in 
2018! The program has helped educate children about Deaf 
people and their contributions to society, hopefull fostering   
positive attitudes, lasting appreciation and acceptance of     
human differences and experiences to eradicate oppression of 
Deaf people for generations to come. 

HANDS-ON continues to be a very 
popular program, especially with 
the Girls and Boys scouts.  



Deaf Cultural Festival 

Every year, the Museum of Deaf     

History, Arts & Culture provides 

consultation and collaboration  

services to the Nelson-Atkins     

Museum of Art in coordinating 

their day long schedule of events 

to enhance the publ ic’s 

knowledge of the rich vibrant   

culturo-linguistic diversity Deaf 

community and their significant 

contributions worldwide to human 

biodiversity. 

The highlights of the festival included a music performance in ASL 

by Matt Maxey, a former ASL interpreter for Chance the Rapper 

and Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” performed in ASL by Crom Saunders 

“Cromania,” his one-man show.  Other activities included a 

hands-on art activity, storytelling, poetry and more.   

This year was Nelson-Atkin’s 4th Annual Deaf Cultural Festival, 

where we also participated by providing a booth and volunteers.  

It was a phenomenal day!  Nelson-Atkins reports that they    

counted 3,500 in attendance, the highest ever!  Hats off to Nelson

-Atkins for continuing this special event in which we were proud to 

be a part of! 
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THE POWER OF  . . .  Visitors & Volunteers 

MDHAC had a total of 2682 visitors visit 

the museum throughout 2018! 

Image | February 2018, with members 

and supporters looking on, we had the 

unveiling of our new sign, reflecting our 

new name:  Museum of Deaf History, Arts 

& Culture.  

S i g n a t u r e 
Event 

The Board of Directors and an   

amazing group of volunteers hosted 

its 4th Biennial AFTERNOON TEA       

signature event recognizing and 

awarding a renowned social justice 

Deaf Artivist, Amy Cohen Efron, 

on Saturday, May 12th, 2018.    
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4th Biennial AFTERNOON TEA Benefit 

Thank  

This signature event was a smashing success! A net profit of              
approximately $12,100 was raised.  This was made possible by 
110 attendees and the following SPONSORS: 

 

Johnson County Community College Foundation 
KU Edwards Campus 
Interpreting Solutions 
Kansas Association of the Deaf  
Shawnee Copy Center, Inc  
Olathe Club of the Deaf  
Hamilton Relay 
ASL Connections  

In 2018, 37 volunteers and 9 Board 
members, whom are all volunteers 
too,  donated  a total of 9805 hours 
of their time to the administration 
and management of the entire      
museum. 

MDHAC hopes to obtain capacity funding in the very near future 
to secure staffing for the obvious number of hours required by             
volunteers in keeping the Museum running at it’s full capacity.   

THE ANNUAL GIFT OF GIVING . . .  Volunteers 

You 
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35.9%

4.7%

19.5%

8.0%

21.1%

10.3%

0.7%

Donations (General &
Memorial)

Membership

Annual Sponsorship/Partnership

Programs

Fundraising

Gift Store & Other Purchases

Other Income

2018 REVENUES & SUPPORT 

DONATIONS 35.9% $29,028.90 

MEMBERSHIP 4.7% $3,767.56 

ANNUAL SPONSOR/PARTNER 19.5% $15,750.00 

PROGRAMS 8.0% $6,447.42 

FUNDRAISING 21.1% $17,040.50 

GIFT STORE/PURCHASES 10.3% $8,341.71 

OTHER INCOME 0.7% 574.16 

  $ 80,950.25 

F i n a n c i a l 
Snapshot 
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25.7%

40.9%

11.2%

11.8%

10.4%
Administration

Utilities & Insurance

Maintenance (Building, Landscape
& Exhibits)

Marketing/Programs/Fundraising

Gift Store & Office Supplies

2018 EXPENDITURES 

ADMINISTRATION 
(payroll, taxes, contract srvcs) 

25.7% $13,782.09 

OPERATING EXPENSES 40.9% $21,937.25 

MAINTENANCE (Building, 

Landscape & Exhibits) 

11.2% $6,022.29 

MARKETING/

PROGRAMS/

FUNDRAISING 

11.8% $6,308.16 

 

GIFT STORE & OFFICE 

SUPPLIES 

10.4% $5,605.06 

  $  53,654.85 
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Thank    You 

2018 DONORS 
Members, Sponsors, Partners, & Donations  

CURATORS OF MARRA MUSEUM 
Kansas School for the Deaf Endowment Association 

BENEFACTORS OF DEAF ARTS 

Olathe Medical Charitable Foundation 

Don & Suzanne Dally 

Anonymous Donor 

D o n o r s 
Annual Supportors 

CELEBRATORS OF DEAF CULTURE  

Kim Anderson 

Luanne Barron 

Carol Beall 

Elizabeth (Liz) Brading 

Chriz Dally 

Suzanne Dennis 

Jeanne & Eddie Ewald 

Earl & Betty File 

James & Nancy Garton 

Interpretek 

SocialHeart, Inc 

ASL Connections 

Sertoma Club of Lenexa 

Kansas Association of the Deaf 

Bill Garton 

Chris Haulmark 

Terry & Nyla Hostin 

Ramona (Mona) Huggins 

Sandra Kelly 

Kimberly Kuhns 

Charles & Kathy Marsh 

Kathy Motes 

Mark & Robin Olson 

Amos Hardy Roberts 

Lorrie Shank 

Sharon Waltrip 

David Wilcox 

PRESERVERS OF DEAF HISTORY  

Charlotte Banks 

Lori Bowen 

John & Nell Bowen 

Ken & Twila Clark 

Billie Collier 

Lori Colwell 

Jack & Ann Cooper 

Amelia Dall 

Jeffrey & April Dunlap 

Michael & Virginia Finneran 

Kirsten Ghatasheh 

John Hendel 

Jennifer Kucinski 

Arlene Kuschmider 

Ella Lentz 

Margaret Lowe 

Belinda Marner 

Kester & Petra Horn Marsh 

Mike & Sharon McGlynn 

Arnelle McNary 

Kenneth Mikos 

Kristy Mnich 

Teresa Moore 

Pauline (Janie) Prather 

Elizabeth Ann Prinz 

Alyce Slater Reynolds 

Shirley Sears 

Pete Seiler 

Chuck Theel 

Ashley Watson 



Artemis Poarch 

Phil & Terry Punswick 

Marie Qualls 

Joseph & Janice Quilty 

Kay Reekie 

Maurine Reinwand 

Judy Lee Rodgers 

Polly Rolofson 

Lorna Rozelle 

Brittany Rush 

Krystal Sanders 

Jean Scammey 

Helena Schmitt 

Ronald Schoneman 

Dale Shank 

William & Joyce Shook 

Pam Siebert 

Susan & Robert Smith 

Timothy & Karen Smith 

Stanley Smith 

LaDonna Snyder 

Gail Sprecher 

Kylie Stewart 

Stacey Storme 

LaNita Storms 

Ron & Gina Swanson 

Marlee Temesy 

Brittany Trumble 

Verla Unruh 

Tammy Waddell 

Jane Ward 

Shawna Ward 

Mary Jane Ward 

Elisha Watson 

Valerie Watson 

Kim Wedel 

Darlene Weir 

Janna Weisner 

Tia Welsch 

Lois Wernimont 

David & Roberta Westerman 

Bill & Helen Wilcox 

Stephanie Wilcox 

Theodore Winter 

Sylvia Wood 

Mary Yoder 

Mark Zehrung 

SIGNIFICANT   
In-Kind Contributors 

CONTINUED . . .  

PRESERVERS OF DEAF HISTORY 

CONTINUED . . .  

FRIENDS OF MDHAC  

If you made a contribution in 2018 and your name is not included 

here, please email us at support@museumofdeaf.org 

• ASL Connections 

• Interpretek 

The Nelson Gallery Foundation 

City of Olathe 

SKAI (Student KS Assoc of Interpreters) 

Hamilton Relay 

Olathe Club of the Deaf 

Curby's Lawn & Garden 

Interpreting Solutions, LLC 

Johnson Co Comm College Foundation 

Shawnee Copy Center, Inc 

University of Kansas 

Host Committee, Inc (DBA Fevo) 

FRIENDS OF MDHAC  

Geraldine (Jerri) Aguilera 

Robert Alfers 

Donald & Janet Anderson 

Angela Arnold 

Linda Arnold 

Vickie & Steve Baska 

Roger Bass 

Leon Bauman 

Mary Van Bavel 

Elizabeth (Beth) Beadle 

Darla Beck 

Anthony Bishop 

Pamela Boerner 

Katherine Boyce 

Beverly Brown 

Christopher Brucker 

Margaret Calteaux 

Jessica Cartwright 

Jaymme Caswell 

Ursula Chapman 

Nicole Conard 

Mary Costello 

Vivian Crandall 

Nancy Crews 

Mike Denisco 

Sue Dennis 

Holly Deramcy 

Ann Detwiler 

Tamara Downey 

Tara Duke 

Denise Dunlap 

Patricia Durr 

Lori Earls 

Bonnie Goben 

David Graham 

Matt & Tammy Gwynn 

Leslie & Barbara Hall 

Jennifer Hawkins 

Marisa Heilman 

Lilly Heller 

Marti Herman 

Dennis & Earleene Hicks 

Terry Hildreth 

Harley Holmes 

Marva Jones Homrighausen 

Mary Hughes 

Candy Jewett 

JJ & Cindy Jones 

Michael Kaika 

Michelle Keck 

Elizabeth Kolombatovic 

Linda Cox Kuntze 

Larry & Adeline Lauen 

Sheila & Jeff Lehnam 

Annelle LeMoine 

Mindi LeMoine 

Dana Lenz 

Sara Lorenz 

Sally Luton 

Stacey Maelzer 

Robert & Patricia Maile 

Brandon Marin 

Lorna & Jim Mathison 

Matt Mayfield 

Robert McPartlon 

Shanda Miller 

Robert & Karen Miller 

Holly & Garlan Miller 

Kevin & Nancy Milner 

Shauna Morgan 

Amy Cohen Efron 

Tom Fletcher 

Debi Fouts 

Nancy Frazier 

Sherry Gabel 

Amy Garton 

Michael Munz 

Alvin & Deborah Munz 

Patrick Munz 

Jerold & Joyce Munz 

Julia Nawalany 

Paige Nawalany 

Jane Norman 

Mo O'Connor 

Tamra Patricio 

Janet Philips 

Christine Plummer 

Christina Plummer 

Scott & Loralee Plummer 
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